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Prelude  “Noel pour l’Amour de Marie” 

 (Noel for the Love of Mary)  Louis-Claude-d’Aquin 

 

Advent Antiphon “Come, O Lord” 

  

Come, O Lord and set us free; come, O Lord, and set us free. 

 

Processional Come, thou long expected Jesus” Hymnal 66 

 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us, 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

  

2 Israel’s strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art: 

 dear desire of every nation, 

 joy of every longing heart. 

  

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king, 

 born to reign in us for ever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

  

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.    

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Hymn of Praise “Holy God, Holy and Mighty” Hymnal S-102 

 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

The Word of God 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Collect of the Day BCP 211 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 

Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The First Reading  II Samuel 7:1-11 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all 

his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living 

in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, 

do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have 

not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 

this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have 

moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 

tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 

"Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to 

my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 

make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 

their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 

as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 

the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 15   We will say Canticle 15 together in unison.          BCP 91 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
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He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Reading Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is 

made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 

bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Hymn “Watchman, tell us of the night” Hymnal 640 

 

1 Watchman, tell us of the night, 

 what its signs of promise are. 

 Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, 

 see that glory-beaming star. 

 Watchman, does its beauteous ray 

 aught of joy or hope foretell? 

 Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

 promised day of Israel. 

  

2 Watchman, tell us of the night; 

 higher yet that star ascends. 

 Traveler, blessedness and light, 

 peace and truth its course portends. 

 Watchman, will its beams alone 

 gild the spot that gave them birth? 

 Traveler, ages are its own; 

 see, it bursts o’er all the earth. 

  

3 Watchman, tell us of the night, 

 for the morning seems to dawn. 

 Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 

 doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

 Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 

 hie thee to thy quiet home. 

 Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 

 lo! the Son of God is come! 

 

The Gospel Luke 1:26-38 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 

has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 

departed from her. 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon       The Rev. Angela Cortiñas 

The Nicene Creed               BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 



6 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People for Advent          

The St. Thomas Prayer List is found on the insert. 

 

You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son. Surprise us with your 

delight in us, with your invitation to do your will, with the light of Christ growing 

within us.  Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 

 

Silence 

 

We are your children.  Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by season. 

Empower us to seek and do your will. Cause us to surprise ourselves by opening up 

our hearts to find that you are always there. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart for the 

good of their people and peace between neighbors.  

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and an end to hunger 

and poverty.  Enable a spirit of generosity to flow throughout the world. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 
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We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live. Surprise us with what can 

be accomplished when we work together for the common good.  Open our eyes to see 

you in each person we meet.  Open our hearts and hands to each need we encounter. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from addiction, 

loneliness and despair.  We ask for healing for those who struggle with the 

consequences of illness or recovering from surgery. We pray especially for (prayer 

list). Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work through the power of 

your Spirit. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. (Praying 

especially for ___) May the light of your love surround them and comfort those who 

grieve their deaths.  Surprise them with the sure hope of the Resurrection. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We are your people.  Increase the faith in us day by day.  Surprise us with your 

loving, liberating and life giving presence. 

 

Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 

 

 

Confession of Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen. 

 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace              BCP 360 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Christmas Services 

• Family Holy Eucharist & Pageant (outside under the stars)—Dec. 24th, 5:30 pm 

Light will be limited; bring iphone, ipad to view bulletin online if possible. 

• Chorale Festival (8:30 pm)  & Holy Eucharist (9:00) pm (livestream/indoors)—

Dec. 24th 

• Holy Eucharist (10:30 am) (livestream/indoors)—Dec. 25th 

• Sunday services, Dec. 27th will be pre-recorded and available on our website.  The 

staff will spend this Sunday with their families. There will be one service 

recorded and posted at 10:30 am. 

• Second Sunday after Christmas, Jan. 3rd, one out-door service at 10:30 am. 

 

Blessings for Birthdays and Anniversaries          BCP 830 

 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Birthdays     

Glenn Lawrence Sue Hill Joe Cotton Franco Marcantonio 

    

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  “The Angel Gabriel”    (Hymnal 265)         Basque Carol 

 

At the Presentation:            Hymnal 56 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel is come to thee, O Israel” 

 

Enriching Our Worship - Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 

brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and 

every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 

her children, you would not forget us.  

 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we 

join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 

power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 

upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the 

holy child of God. 

 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed 

the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to 

himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him 

to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 

gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 

crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread 

and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body 

of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with 

St. Thomas, the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, from every tribe and 
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language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you 

be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
 

Celebrant    And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

All  

 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Grant us peace. 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

 

 The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

 

Communion Hymn,  “Creator of the Stars” Hymnal 60 

 

1 Creator of the stars of night, 

 your people’s everlasting light, 

 O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 

 we pray you hear us when we call. 

  

2 In sorrow that the ancient curse 

 should doom to death a universe, 

 you came, O Savior, to set free 

 your own in glorious liberty. 

  

3 When this old world drew on toward night, 

 you came; but not in splendor bright, 

 not as a monarch, but the child 

 of Mary, blameless mother mild. 
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4 At your great Name, O Jesus, now 

 all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 

 all things on earth with one accord, 

 like those in heaven, shall call you  

Lord. 

  

5 Come in your holy might, we pray, 

 redeem us for eternal day; 

 defend us while we dwell below 

 from all assaults of our dread foe. 

  

6 To God the Father, God the Son, 

 and God the Spirit, Three in One, 

praise, honor, might, and glory be 

from age to age eternally. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing               BCP 366 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; and the blessing of God, Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Hymn ““The King shall come when morning dawns”   Hymnal 73 

 

1 The King shall come when morning  

dawns 

 and light triumphant breaks; 

 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

 and life to joy awakes. 

  

2 Not, as of old, a little child, 

 to bear, and fight, and die, 

 but crowned with glory like the sun 

 that lights the morning sky. 

  

3 The King shall come when morning  

dawns 

 and earth’s dark night is past; 

 O haste the rising of that morn, 

 the day that e’er shall last; 

  

4 and let the endless bliss begin, 

 by weary saints foretold, 

 when right shall triumph over wrong, 

 and truth shall be extolled. 

  

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light and beauty brings: 

 Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, 

 come quickly, King of kings. 

The Dismissal               BCP 366 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia. 



 

 

Postlude “Noel Grand Jeu et Duo”     Louis-Claude d’Aquin 
 

St. Thomas Prayer List 

 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and the life 

to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.   (“Prayer for Those we Love” Book of Common Prayer 63).  

 

For Healing & Support 

Johanna Heilman 

Joy (Cortiñas) 

Jim Heilman 

Audrea (Hill) 

Patsy Brending (Elbert) 

Cindy Howell 

Sharon Spann (Brown) 

Carl & Nancy Render  

Tara & Kevin Bove (Render) 

Martha Botts 

Boe Martin 

Emily Clements 

Tal Harris (BHR) 

Helen Phillips & Family 

The Bond Family 

Shelby Lee (Niles) 

Douglas Jensen (STELC) 

Noelle Harris 

Nancy Mason 

Michael Kelley (Hill) 

Quinn Kennedy Weigand (Glover) 

Sue Muckleroy (Martha) 

Linda Duncan (Martha) 

Qwinley 

Emma Dahmann and family (STELC) 

Shirley Rawlinson (Krinhop) 

Woody Isenhart  

Charlie Van Eman (STELC) 

Kay & Steve Parker 

Mackie Bobo-White 

 

 

Mark Oakland 

David (Kerr) 

Steve & Virginia Bate (Elbert) 

Phillip Y. (STELC) 

Joey Pomykal 

Jerry Cornforth (Allen) 

Bryan Ford 

Judi Stewart (Love) 

Joyce Gorzycki 

Tate Doyle (Montgomery) 

Johnnie Gulig (Carter) 

Charlotte McKenzie 

Bonnie Harris-Reynolds 

Corinna 

Mary Oxley 

 

Military Service & Traveling 

Christian Walker (Niles) 

Brent Owen 

Andrew & Allyson Brink & family (Hill) 

Shane Flores (McKenzie) 

Blane Theeck 

Nathan Tyron (Rueschhoff) 

Tanner Johnson (Krinhop) 

Rob & Andrea Holt (Holt) 

John Harrison 

Shane Baker (Parker) 

 

Community 

For the gifts of feeding those in our 

community.

 

 

Serving in today’s liturgy: 

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Angela Cortiñas, Rector 

Organist: Bonnie Harris-Reynolds 

Soloists:  Alix Neeley, Kelly Brumbelow 

VPOD: Rob Montgomery 

Readers:  Nancy Mason 

AV:  Roger Smith, David Fackler 
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