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Advent Antiphon “Come, O Lord” 

  

Come, O Lord and set us free; come, O Lord, and set us free. 

 

Processional “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”  Hymnal 76 

 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

 announces that the Lord is nigh; 

 awake and hearken, for he brings 

 glad tidings of the King of kings. 

  

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

 make straight the way for God within, 

 and let each heart prepare a home 

 where such a mighty guest may come. 

  

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

 our refuge, and our great reward; 

 without thy grace we waste away. 

 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 

 and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

 shine forth, and let thy light restore 

 earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

  

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

 whose advent doth thy people free; 

 whom with the Father we adore 

 and Holy Spirit evermore. 

  

  

  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.    

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Hymn of Praise “Holy God, Holy and Mighty” Hymnal S-102 

 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

The Word of God 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
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Collect of the Day BCP 211 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 

our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Reading  Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 

received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of 

the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 

withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 

stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 

your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13   We will say Psalm 85 together in unison.         BCP 702 
 

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 
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I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

The Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his 

promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 

perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 

dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you 

to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 

dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, 

we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn “Sanctuary”                   Led by Joey McGee 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 

Pure and holy, tried and true 

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living 

Sanctuary for You 
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The Gospel       Mark 1:1-8 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 

the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon       The Rev. Angela Cortiñas 

The Nicene Creed               BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 
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        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People for Advent          

The St. Thomas Prayer List is found on the insert. 

 

Let us lift up our voices to God in strength, saying, Be patient with us and prepare 

us, Lord. 

 

Together as your Church, we long to see your face.  Speak to us, Lord, as we walk 

through the wilderness listening for the sound of your voice.  Give our leaders 

patience, wisdom and a heart for your will: for Michael, our presiding bishop; Andy, 

Jeff, Kai and Hector our bishops, Angela our priest, Rich our Canterbury Missioner 

and priest and Charlotte our deacon. 

In your mercy, 

 

Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 

 

We pray for all who govern, especially Donald, our president and for the Congress 

and courts of this land.  Guide the leaders of the nations as they work for the 

welfare of their people and the good of all. 

In your mercy, 

 

Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
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Awaken us to the suffering of people near us and those far from us.  Call forth in us 

a spirit of generosity and kindness.  Equip us to respond to their needs. Arouse in us 

a sense of urgency to demonstrate your Good News in our lives and voice in it, that 

all may hear.  Make us messengers of your love. 

In your mercy, 

 

Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 

 

We ask you to comfort those who have lost hope, who struggle with anxiety about 

the future, who live in fear.  Bring healing to those for who we now pray. (prayer 

list)  We pray for those who have died, remembering especially Jac, Garland, and 

Nolan, that their memories be blessings in our lives. 

 

Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 

 

Confession of Sin 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen. 

 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace              BCP 360 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Advent Formation, Voices of Hope in the Wilderness Wednesday night lecture 

series,  EYC Friday Compline, Rector’s Bible Study, Holy Hikwa, Blue Christmas 

Eucharist, Lessons & Carols, , and Festival of Lights.  Click here for more 

information. 

 

Christmas Services 

• Family Holy Eucharist & Pageant (outside under the stars)—Dec. 24th, 5:30 pm 

• Chorale Festival (8:30 pm)  & Holy Eucharist (9:00) pm (livestream/indoors)—

Dec. 24th 

• Holy Eucharist (10:30 am) (livestream/indoors)—Dec. 25th 

 

Blessings for Birthdays and Anniversaries          BCP 830 

 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Birthdays Anniversaries     

Elizabeth Mufich     Chris & Leigh Cherry 

Rob Brown      

Robin Glover 

 

    

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  “Comfort, comfort ye, my people”      Hymnal 67 

 

1 Comfort, comfort ye my people, 

 speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

 comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

 Speak ye to Jerusalem 

 of the peace that waits for them; 

 tell her that her sins I cover, 

 and her warfare now is over. 

  

2 Hark, the voice of one that crieth 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to new repentance 

 since the kingdom now is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 

 Now prepare for God a way; 

 let the valleys rise to meet him 

 and the hills bow down to greet him. 

  

3 Make ye straight what long was crooked, 

 make the rougher places plain; 

 let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits his holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that the word is never broken. 

https://www.stthomasbcs.org/christmas-services
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Enriching Our Worship - Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 

brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and 

every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 

her children, you would not forget us.  

 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we 

join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 

power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 

upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the 

holy child of God. 

 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed 

the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to 

himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him 

to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 

gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 

crucified and risen,who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread 

and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body 

of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with 

St. Thomas, the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, from every tribe and 

language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you 

be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
 

Celebrant    And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

All  

 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Have mercy on us 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; Grant us peace. 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

 

 The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
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Communion Hymn, “Prepare the Way”    Led by Joey McGee 

 

Chorus 

Prepare the way, prepare the way, 

prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way, prepare the way, 

prepare the way of the Lord. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 

 

Verse 1 

You are the Light of the world, You are 

the Light of the world, 

You are the Light of the world, Jesus. 

You are the Light of the world, You are 

the Light of the world, 

You are the Light of the world, Jesus. 

 

Verse 2 

You are the King of the earth, You are 

the King of the earth, 

You are the King of the earth, Jesus. 

You are the King of the earth, You are 

the King of the earth, 

You are the King of the earth, Jesus. 

 

Bridge 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 

Jesus. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing               BCP 366 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; and the blessing of God, Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                    Led by Joey McGee 

 

Verse 1 

O come O come Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

 

Chorus 

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee O Israel 

 

Verse 2 

O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight 

 

 

Verse 3 

O come Thou Wisdom from on high 

And order all things far and nigh 

To us the path of knowledge show 

And cause us in her ways to go 

 

Verse 4 

O come Desire of nations bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind 

Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 

Fill the whole world with heaven's  

peace

 

 

The Dismissal               BCP 366 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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