
A  R A D I C A L  4 - W E E K  P L A N  F O R  

S T U D E N T S  T O  R E D I S C O V E R  C H R I S T M A S



“ENTER HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIV ING,  AND HIS COURTS 
WITH PR A ISE! GIVE THANKS TO HIM; BLESS HIS NAME!

FOR THE LORD IS GOOD; HIS STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES  
FOREVER,  AND HIS FA ITHFULNESS TO ALL GENER ATIONS.”
P S A L M 100:4-5

What comes to mind whden you hear the word worship? Most of us think of music. So 
is worshipping God at Christmas just about singing songs? Of course not. Worship is a 
state of our heart. It ’s the awe and wonder we feel when we think about the sacrifice of 
Jesus. God’s Son, the King of Kings, came down into a broken world and died - for me. 

But simply saying that Jesus is the desire of our hearts doesn’t mean that it ’s true. It ’s 
so easy to go through the motions of Christmas without really stopping and worshipping 
Jesus. Our schedules are busy, life is stressful, there are so many responsibilities and 
things to get done before the end of the year. And if we aren’t careful, it ’ll be January 
and we will have missed it. Missed the celebration of Jesus, missed the opportunity to 
experience Emmanuel - God with us.

If we want a Christmas season that is full of worship, we have to be intentional. In the 
midst of the chaos, we have to slow down and find moments where we can connect with 
God personally. For some, worship is expressed through music and singing. For others, 
worship is being in God’s creation, praying, journaling, cooking, serving people you love, 
reading Scripture, taking photos, painting, volunteering...

Like an orchestra full of instruments playing a song of praise, the Body of Christ is full 
of people with diverse gifts and passions and talents. Use your gifts to worship and 
draw closer to Him this Christmas. 

Remember, Christmas is the wondrous moment when God entered our world to make 
things right. Through the worship of our King, we can experience everything we’re truly 
searching for - hope, peace, love, rest. 
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“IF ALL EXPERIENCED GOD IN THE SAME WAY AND  

RETURNED HIM AN IDENTICAL WORSHIP, THE SONG OF 

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT WOULD HAVE NO SYMPHONY,  

IT WOULD BE PLAYED LIKE AN ORCHESTRA IN 

WHICH ALL INSTRUMENTS PLAYED THE SAME NOTE.”  
- CS LEWIS

TRY THIS:
• Watch the sunrise or sunset. Notice the colors and the beauty of God’s creation.

• Ask your friends what their favorite way to worship is.

• Write Psalm 100 out on a card and keep it somewhere noticeable. Stop and 

read the Scripture every time you pass by it this week. 

• Create a worship music playlist.



“WHEREVER YOUR TREASURE IS,  THERE THE DESIRES  
OF YOUR HEART WILL ALSO BE.”
M AT T HE W 6:21 

Worship has the ability to shape our hearts, attitudes, and actions during Christmas. If 
this is true, that means Jesus can even change the way we approach spending. Culture 
devotes a lot of time and energy to making us feel like we don’t have enough and that if 
only we looked a certain way or we owned a certain item, we would be accepted. When 
we fall into that trap, we’re putting our identity in something other than Jesus. We’re 
relying on the world to give us approval and tell us we’re enough.

Instead of mindlessly shopping, ordering more than we know what to do with, and 
spending more than we can afford, we can do things differently. The Bible tells us that 
we should store our treasures in Heaven, not in things of the Earth. That means that we 
don’t put our value or our worth in things, we put our value in being a son or daughter 
of the King.

By resisting the consumerism of the Christmas season, we create space for Jesus to move 
in. More than just an invitation to say no to overspending, this is an invitation to a new way  
of celebrating. A celebration that leaves our hearts full - full of wonder, joy, gratitude.  
Jesus is our provider, Jesus is our source of peace and contentment, Jesus is the 
reason we celebrate Christmas.SP
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“YOU CAN GIVE UP THE NEED TO COMPETE IN THE 

WORLD-WHEN YOU ACCEPT BEING COMPLETE IN CHRIST.”  
- ANN VOSKAMP

TRY THIS:
• Get a pen or pencil and write down three things you’re thankful for everyday 

this week. At the end of the week, thank God for these blessings.

• Set a budget that was smaller than what you spent last year, then use the 

money you saved to support a local organization.

• As a family, draw names of who to buy gifts for. Spend your time and your 

budget putting together thoughtful gifts for that person. 

• Ask yourself: What is pulling my attention away from Jesus? Write a list of all 

of the things that are making you feel distracted or stressed this Christmas. 

Pray and ask God to help you.



“GIVE AWAY YOUR LIFE; YOU’LL FIND LIFE GIVEN BACK, BUT 
NOT MERELY GIVEN BACK—GIVEN BACK WITH BONUS AND 
BLESSING. GIVING, NOT GETTING, IS THE WAY. GENEROSITY 
BEGETS GENEROSITY.”
LUK E 6:38 

For many, Christmas has become a season of excess - more gifts, more money spent, more 
activities on the calendar, more stress, more expectations, more worry. But what about  
more Jesus? 

It sounds obvious, yet we seem to have drifted away from this truth: God gave His one 
and only Son. Christmas is a celebration of the most personal, most extravagant gift 
ever given - Jesus. 

What can we learn from this? God is calling us to give more intentionally and relationally. 
That means giving more of our time, our energy, our memories, our talents, our presence. 

This year, let ’s get creative and make gifts. Let’s spend extra time researching and 
picking out a present for someone that is meaningful. Let’s create unique memories 
with friends and family. It ’s not about the number of gifts we bought. Instead, we focus 
more on giving our presence and less on a pile of presents under the tree.

When we enter into the Christmas season with this kind of generosity and intentionally, 
God smiles. Christmas is an opportunity for us to demonstrate the same kind of love 
and relational giving that Jesus gave.
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“GIVE GENEROUSLY OF WHAT YOU HAVE, AND IF YOU 

DON’T HAVE MUCH, GIVE LITTLE GENEROUSLY.” 
- SCOT MCKNIGHT

TRY THIS:
• Answer this question: What was the most meaningful gift you’ve ever 

received? Why did it leave a lasting impression?

• Start a new Christmas tradition with your family or friends. Do an activity 

together, host a movie night, bake cookies, etc. Spend time together with the 

people God has put in your life.

• Pray for the people on your Christmas list. 



“WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US.”
1 JOHN 4:19

One of the things that should distinguish a Christ follower is the way we love and include 
other people. Throughout the Bible we see that Jesus is on the side of the poor, the 
forgotten, the lonely, the hurting. As followers of Christ, we are called to do the same–to 
love people in our neighborhoods, in our schools, in our cities, and around the world.

How do we love well this Christmas? We notice people who are on the outside. We 
encourage people who are feeling down. We serve people who need some help. Through 
our actions and our words, other people will be reminded that they are loved by God and 
He has not forgotten them.

Remember to love not out of a place of guilt but as an act of worship. We radically love 
others because we have personally experienced the radical love of God. That changes 
our hearts and it should change the way we celebrate Christmas. 
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“LOVE ASKS NOTHING IN RETURN, BUT SEEKS THOSE 

WHO NEED IT.” 
- DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

TRY THIS:
• Pick one person you’d like to celebrate this week. Write them a letter and 

express your gratitude for the relationship you have.

• Invite someone new to join you at church for Christmas services.

• Use the money you saved from spending less to bless someone else.

• Partner with your local church and support organizations that are doing 

good things in the world. 
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