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Sunday Hospitality—Andrew Fackler (Fall 2020) 
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2020 Annual Report from the Rector 
 

 
Dear Beloved Members of St. Thomas 
 
A year ago when we had our Annual Meeting in early 2020, we had such promising expectations of what the 
new decade would bring.  We were beginning a year of new ministry and new opportunities.  The staff and 
vestry had worked out a plethora of goals and we were seeing growth in attendance and the fruits of new 
ministry beginning to take shape.  Our annual meeting is a time where we celebrate the ministry of the past 
year, celebrate new members, spiritual retreats and all the projects completed through the efforts of the en-
tire St. Thomas community.   
 
Although I was initially dreading writing this report, as I reflected on the year I could not help but think, given 
everything that happened this year, we still achieved many of the milestones we had set before us, as well as 
some unforeseen ones.  This year looked very different than what we could have ever possibly imagined and 
although we had to pivot our efforts in different ways, I am astonished and I am in awe in what we have been 
able to accomplish.  It really has been an extraordinary year in so many different ways. 
 
What is there to say of this year?  
 
It seems 2020 had barely begun when, on March 15th, we as a church,  had to close our doors as the shelter 
in place orders took affect in our state and in the nation.  We thought it would be for only a few weeks, how-
ever the pandemic continued and the weeks have unfolded into months, and those months have made for a 
very different kind of year.   As a church we had to completely change the way we worshipped and gathered.  
We quickly transitioned to doing church over Zoom. Classes moved online and we began recording our chil-
dren’s formation hour and sending  and delivering worship kits to families. Pastoral visits shifted to phone 
calls and special deliveries of soup and communion. From the early days of doing worship over Zoom we are 
now live-streaming and providing professional level live worship over YouTube and Facebook weekly.  We 
have reconnected with parishioners who have long ago and more recently moved away.  We have since 
thought of creative and safe ways for our parish to regather, had parking lot worship, concerts and movies.  
Additionally we have completed one of the most successful lay led stewardship campaigns in over 10 years 
and through the overwhelming generosity of this congregation, St. Thomas has completed the year with a 
surplus of funds and as a result we are looking forward to a promising 2021 year ahead of us.   
 
I thought that it would feel depressing to look back over this past year, but instead, I find that I am in awe of 
what we have been able to achieve under the circumstances we were in. Hidden underneath all those can-
celled plans and stressful decisions, there is a clear picture of creativity, perseverance, and resilience. In 
looking through the pictures of this past year I can’t help but be thankful for the generosity and abundance 
that has grown from one of the most challenging years of our communal life together. 
 
It seems the best way to show you what I see is in the form of a year in pictures. As you turn these pages,  
and as you look at the presentation I have put together showing our key moments from each month this past 
year, I’m betting that you, too, will be amazed at God’s work here at St. Thomas in 2020.  
 
As I think of the perfect scripture to assign to this year’s report I am reminded of what Paul wrote in his letter 
to the Romans 2,000 years ago: “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
 
I am grateful to this small but mighty parish of St. Thomas, for the support of our vestry and staff who have 
worked tirelessly to keep this place worshiping safely through a pandemic and who joyfully serve on a day to 
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day basis.  I am also thankful for those parishioners who have continued to support St. Thomas with their vol-
unteer hours and of course with their financial support of the ministries here. 
 
For all of this, I remain thankful for the opportunity to serve as your rector, and I look forward to what God has 
in store for St. Thomas in the coming year. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
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Senior Warden Report for 2020 

 

2020 has truly been an extraordinary year!  St. Thomas has adapted to the pandemic and adjusted the 
ways in which we communicate, gather and serve our community.  We have continued to communicate and 
found new ways to stay in touch and nurture each other.  Join me as we celebrate our accomplishments 
and look to an exciting new year of opportunities. 

 

Church Doors 

 

The church doors were replaced with custom metal doors that allow beautiful light to fill the narthex.  David 
Woodcock and the vestry were instrumental in choosing a design that fits the St. Thomas architecture, as 
well one which brings beauty, light and security.  The parishioners funded this effort through their generous 
giving.  The two side doors were replaced this week, and we will continue to work towards establishing au-
tomated access to assist the mobility impaired. 

 

Stewardship 

 

Randi Mays-Knapp formed the stewardship committee early in 2020, and that committee had an incredibly 
successful campaign.  Please read more in the Stewardship Report. 

 

Technology Upgrade 

 

The church implemented Servant Keeper software to help manage parish communications and record 
keeping.  The new software establishes a secure method by which parishioners can access the church di-
rectory, manage their personal profile information, review and print their pledging and donation history and 
sign up for church ministries.  If you haven’t yet created a login in, try it! 

 

Audio-Visual Upgrades 

 

St. Thomas implemented multiple audio-visual solutions to respond to the needs of the parish as the pan-
demic forced us to socially distance – even in our worship.  Initially, St. Thomas launched remote services 
using the video conferencing platform, Zoom.  As we realized remote worship would be required long term, 
St. Thomas invested in technology upgrades that provided the ability to livestream services into our homes 
and leverage social media platforms.  This new technology and new way of worshipping created the need 
for a new A/V ministry and parishioners answered the call!  The new Audio-Visual Ministry Team has done 
a phenomenal job of stepping up to provide worship to our community and we thank them! 

 

A shout-out is in order for those involved in the music ministry for their continued engagement and endless 
flexibility. 

 



6  

  

COVID Response Measures 

 

Policies were quickly identified to allow the parish to communicate and gather safely during this pandemic.  
Government and health guidelines were reviewed in order to implement best practices concerning cleaning 
protocols, social distancing and virus mitigation.  Call campaigns and pastoral visits were launched to ensure 
we stayed in touch with members who were unable to gather in person. 

 

Community Engagement 

 

As a church and as individuals, St. Thomas continued to support several local non-profits that minister to vul-
nerable populations: Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity, the Brazos Church Pantry and Brazos Interfaith 
Immigration Network.  Our parishioners donated generously to the Brazos Valley Food Bank through the re-
verse Advent Calendar.  We also brought the Christmas spirit to our neighbors by participating in an Angel 
Tree designated to help seniors in long term-care facilities.  Currently, we have an opportunity to participate 
in an ecumenical community garden initiative involving multiple churches and the Episcopal Diocese of Tex-
as’ Mission Amplification Team.  Stay tuned for more opportunities to participate in community engagement 
in 2021! 

 

Early Learning Center 

 

The staff of the ELC adapted to the pandemic with flexibility and focus.  At the onset when the quarantine 
began, they worked hard to stay connected with the children and their families.  Over the summer, they col-
laborated with educational, health and childcare authorities to design policies and protocols to open the 
school safely.  Through all of the challenges, they managed to embrace the pandemic protocols while re-
maining true to the essential principles of the school.  Children’s play is still honored as their work.  Joy and 
curiosity continue to be cultivated every day at STELC, and this is a gift to all of us. 

 

Trust Review 

 

The St. Thomas vestry, Pastor Angela and Dick Haney’s team reviewed our trusts. Together, we are collabo-
rating with the Episcopal Diocese of Texas to partner with investment vehicles leveraged by the diocese at 
greatly reduced fee structures.  This will allow St. Thomas to take advantage of the professional manage-
ment practices utilized by the diocese in ways that would not be available otherwise. 

 

Deficit Elimination 

 

St. Thomas began the year with a $118,000 deficit budget.  As we progressed through the year, we attempt-
ed to reduce this deficit by managing expenses and applying for grants from the government, as well as the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas.  It became apparent in the Fall we would need to ask the parish for financial 
assistance.  We asked and parishioners responded!  In an incredible show of generosity, not only did we 
eliminate the deficit, we were able to repay $9000.00 to our savings. 

 

These were extraordinary accomplishments in an extraordinary year!  I look forward to what St. Thomas will 
do in 2021.  Thank you, everybody! 

 

Tara Wilson 
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Pandemic, Masks, Gloves, Closures, Zoom, Livestream, Deaths, Recoveries, Simpler Live, Staying 
Home, Homeschooling, Grocery Shopping On-Line, Cleaning out Closets, Reconnecting, Playing 
Board Games, Being Creative, Small Gatherings, Outside Worship, Supporting St. Thomas... 

An EXTRAORDINARY Year! 
   

Extraordinary people and extraordinary moments sums up 2020! 
 
The new decade kicked off celebrating the exciting year St. Thomas had planned and came to a 
screeching halt in March when COVID19, a new contagious virus, a Pandemic, shut down our offic-
es and the world.  Pastor Angela, upon returning from St. Thomas’ Iona trip, tested positive for the 
virus and the entire church staff went into quarantine.  Two weeks later half of the staff was back in 
the office sporting masks, with the rest to follow over the next month or so.  As the pandemic raged 
on, St. Thomas pivoted and began zooming, then livestreaming services, and eventually holding 
small, socially distanced Eucharistic services inside and out while delivering formation bags to pa-
rishioners homes and hosting small, socially distanced outdoor youth and other church events.   
 
Throughout these trying times, the support for St. Thomas from parishioners was extraordinary!   
A quote from the film The Work of the People (as mentioned in one of Campus Mission Rev. Nel-
son’s sermon), sums up the impact you all had on St. Thomas…and I slightly paraphrase… 
 

You were not called by God to do extraordinary things for St. Thomas,  
but to do ordinary things with extraordinary love. 

  
Your extraordinary love shined through with the notes of encouragement, phone calls, answering 
financial asks, giving much grace as we all learned new technology, volunteering, to answering the 
call to help those in need.  Our  St. Thomas community is known for these gifts; however, in 2020 
these gifts were above and beyond; they were extraordinary! We are thankful and grateful!  
 
Within this extraordinary year, the following occurred: 
 
Sacraments: 
 4 Baptism of child under the age of 16  
 1 Baptism of adult 
 0 Confirmations as Bishop meeting moved to September 2021 
 1 Marriage was performed 

 6 Celebrations of Life were held (Kitty Garden (who passed 12/31/19), Perry Adkisson, Pat 
  Koppa, Bill Juvrud,  Bill Phillips, and Don Shelby) with 2 other parishioner deaths w
  hose services were held privately  w/ family (Jac De Jong and Garland Cannon) 
 

Accomplishments: 
 Please read Sr. Warden Tara Wilson’s report. 
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Welcoming and touching the lives of: 
156  average Sunday attendance pre pandemic 
22   parishioners joined, with 7 being removed from the roster (5 due to death) 
142  students and their families (see page 18 for more on STELC) 
477  viewers watched the pre-recorded Easter service 
1300 parishioners and others watched the Christmas pageant! 

 

Holding In-Person: 
 92  Sunday Holy Eucharist Services 

 22 Weekday Holy Eucharist Services  

 36 Private (homebound) Eucharist Services, administering hundreds of Eucharist's 

 23 Sunday Daily Offices 

 81  Weekday Daily Offices  

Holding Zoom and Livestream: 

 62  Sunday Holy Eucharist Services 

 12 Weekday Holy Eucharist Services  
 23 Sunday Daily Offices 

 55  Weekday Daily Offices  

And…..   

Pastor Angela continued to hold in-person and virtual Adult Sunday School and Coffee Talk. 

Aneya Elbert and Wendy Wright continued to hold in-person and Sunday School to go for children 

and Aneya created countless videos and hosted zoom church. 

Jimmy Fackler continued to hold in-person and special events to go for youth. 

Bonnie Harris-Reynolds, together with Larry Reynolds, recorded over 70 organ pieces and offered 

virtual concerts. 

Conrad Fackler cleaned and re-opened the Sprout Room. 

Joey McGee serenaded us at concerts and at our Table service. 

Andrew Fackler joined our team as our Sunday Hospitality person. 

Elsie Reina and Yolanda Villarreal worked overtime to keep our facilities safe and clean. 

Beth Lawrence and staff worked hard to keep the school going by handing out school to go and 

then reopening in the Fall with new procedures, lots of painted lanes, and temperature taking.  

Rich Nelson, Canterbury Campus Missioner, held outdoor and virtual services for college age stu-

dents. 

Volunteers Roger Smith, Lance & Joe Cotton, and Mike Pilant livestreamed church as our AV Ex-

traordinaires. 

The staff started a Salad ministry where we come together each week to share lunch—a bit of a 

loaves and fishes story. 

Everyone became acquainted with and held countless Zoom meetings!And…. 

Ya’ll, the people of St. Thomas, the heart of St. Thomas, were extraordinarily supportive, extraordi-

narily gracious, extraordinarily kind, extraordinarily generous, and overall extraordinarily awesome!   

Thank you so much. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
 

Church Office, Kammy Jaques, Parish Administrator, Asst. Treasurer 
 
This office worked on several projects this year, primarily a computer conversion and transferring church rec-
ords to a new database. I continue to serve as Secretary to the Vestry in addition to my regular administrative 
duties.  Celebrating 20 years with St. Thomas, I now call myself the “old church lady” who continues to love 
to serve the people of St. Thomas.  
 
Formation, Aneya Elbert, Ministries Coordinator 
 
Children:  Beginning in the spring of 2020 after suspending in-person Sunday School, we began to curate 
and create more digital formation.  Some digital formation included a home delivery with items for Pentecost, 
bread making kits, Advent, and more.  In the fall, Wendy Wright offered in-person Godly Play on Sunday 
mornings. We offered a 4-week in-person session after school where children created their own items for a 
home altar for them to set up while watching worship services at home.   

• Children’s First Sundays (through the First Sunday in March) 

• Children’s Chapel (through March) 

• Sunday School (In-Person through March and fall 2020) 

• Sunday School Home including home kits and videos  

• Lent & Easter Godly Play Videos  

• Holy Curiosity (VBS at Home & In-Person Fall Sessions)  

• Bedtime Story and Nighttime Prayers (Zoom)  

• Sunday School  

• Children’s Chapel 

• Advent Wreath Making Kits for Home  

• St. Nick Story Time with STELC on Zoom 

• St. Nick Scavenger Hunt  

• Children’s Christmas Pageant  

Formation for children and families will continue to evolve in 2021.  We will continue to provide both in-person 
and digital formation since each family’s needs are unique. We will curate and create content that “nurtures 
and support families in caring for their children, acting in their children’s best interest, and recognizing and 
fostering their children’s spirituality and unique gifts”.  

  

Adults:  There are several opportunities to participate in Adult Formation.  While we did have to postpone 
both the Women’s and Men’s Retreats, we hope to be able to offer them again in 2021. Programs included:  

• Rector’s Bible Study 

• Education for Ministry (EfM) (Added 5 new participants in September) 

• A Study of St. Thomas with Chip Hill  

• The Great Conversation w/ Pastor Angela 

• Hymnody Class with Bonnie Harris-Reynolds  

• Advent Lecture Series  

• Parent Wellness Circles  

• Coffee Talk with Pastor Angela 

• Tuesday Morning Prayer & Monthly Eucharist followed by Breakfast Study 

• Bible Uncorked 
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Worship is a part of formation.  This year’s special services included:    

• Children’s Ash Wednesday Service 

• Morning Prayer & Compline on Zoom  

• St. Francis’ Day Pet Blessing & Holy Eucharist 

• Blue Christmas Service 

Adult formation like children’s formation will continue to evolve to meet the needs of our community.  How-
ever, the goal is the same; we will grow and empower lay leaders who will live out their baptismal cove-
nant . 
 
Nursery, Conrad Fackler, Coordinator 
 
The Children’s Charter from the Episcopal Church calls us “to receive, nurture and treasure each child as a 
gift from God.”  At St. Thomas, formation begins at the cradle.  This past spring Conrad Fackler took great 
measures to ensure that once the nursery was reopened, the children’s safety was at the forefront of every-
thing. Conrad has implemented safety protocols for the nursery that allow children to play and space to be 
cleaned.  The protocols include: 

• Children ages two and up wear masks as able  

• Surfaces are wiped down before and after 

• Alcohol-free wipes for all children's hands upon entering the room (due to small hands touch everything 
 and usually end up in the mouth) 

• Teaching children to put toys into bins for cleaning after use 

• All toys and books are of solid surfaces for ease of cleaning 

The nursery is now able to livestream the 10:30 am service.  This allows children to become familiar with 
the images and sounds of the worship service.  

 
Youth, Jimmy Fackler, Youth Director 
 

“Of all the after-school activities, Youth Group on Thursday afternoons is the one I look forward to the most. 
I get to walk over to church with my friends from school and do mind-boggling experiments with Jimmy that 
still connect to God. For the two hours that I’m there, I can take my mind off of the troubles of the week. 
Jimmy has been really supportive, and if we need help with anything, he’s there. We have two amazing 
youth interns – Shelby and Matthew. Youth Group is a fun way to learn about the Lord in these challenging 
times, and the best part is you can learn with friends.” – Rowan Seipp 
 
 “Youth group is the thing I look forward to every week! I love being with Jimmy, Shelby, and all of my 
friends whenever I go. We play games, hang out, just talk in general, but also get an amazing opportuni-
ty to learn more about the Lord. It is super fun there and is usually the highlight of my week!” - Ella 
Schuessler 
 
The year started out strong with a joint lock-in at St. Andrew’s in downtown Bryan. To keep everyone to-
gether, we had Zoom youth where we discussed The Book of Common Prayer, made a Bob Ross painting, 
and played games among other things. Every other week we met for Parking Lot Picnics because a com-
puter screen just isn’t the same and we needed that in person interaction again. Branching from the idea of 
parking lots meetings came the Drive in Theater. We watched the How to train your Dragon trilogy as well 
as The Fantastic Mr. Fox. Rolling into the start of the school year we began our Messy Church does Sci-
ence curriculum with water bottle rockets launching us into the fall. We came together before Thanksgiving 
break for a Friendsgiving and some turkey bowling as tradition requires. And to close out the year, we met 
one last time to build gingerbread houses and went our separate ways until the new year. 
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Music, Bonnie Harris-Reynolds, Organist and Choir Director 
  
We have  FOUR  Active Musical Groups at St. Thomas:    ALL ARE WELCOME TO  ALL GROUPS 
 
COME  JOIN US -  Music is some of  the Best  News of the Church!!   Music helps us convey the Good News 
of the Church!   AND – it’s a Team Sport! 
 
St. Thomas Adult Choir: In 2020, we met at 6:45 on Wednesday nights in the Church UNTIL MID_MARCH 
We sing most Sundays during the year, for the special liturgies of Advent, Christmas, and Holy Week, and for 
weddings and funerals.  We sing the full range of sacred music from the 6th century  to the present day . 
 
This year’s members include:  Dwight Allen, Sandra Bryant, Mark Oakland, David Fackler, Jim Heilman, John 
Schuessler, Janet Morford,  Rachel Wilson, Penelope Kosztolnyik, Larry Reynolds, Nancy Juvrud, Deborah 
Kerr, Alix Neeley, and Kelly Brumbelow.  From time to time we are joined by  members of our Extended Choir 
Family:  Mike Pilant, Fran Narcowich, Grace Kieffer, Michelle Osterholm,  and Laurine Marlow 
 
Once a month we sing and play at the Fourth Sunday 5:00 Eucharist at Epiphany Church in Calvert 
 
St. Thomas Junior  Choir:  In 2020 we met at 5:00 on Wednesday afternoons  - UNTIL MID-MARCH 
We sing about once a month during the year, we help lead the Palm Sunday procession, and we  sing at  the 
Family Service on Christmas Eve 
 
We have a new member this year!  So in 2020 the members of Junior Choir have been Cora Seipp,  Luna 
Barahona, Bailey Burns, and Katie Neeley   – and there’s always room for more! 
 
St. Thomas Handbells:   In 2020 we  met on  Mondays at 4:00 in the Church – UNTIL MID-MARCH  
We ring about once a month during the year, and for Rally Day, the Family Service on Christmas Eve, Bish-
ops’ visits, Palm Sunday, Easter, Pentecost, and other Special Occasions. 
 
In 2020  our Handbell Ringers have been Natalie Burns, Debbie Clayton, Jimmy and David Fackler. 
 
St. Thomas Liturgical Marching Society aka (The Band):  meets from time to time to get ready for:  Palm Sun-
day – Easter in the Park – Christmas Eve Family Service, and other occasions.  Members include Michael 
Pilant, Martin Mufich, Chip Hill,  Mark Oakland, and Mark Beal.  
 
Joey McGee provided music for Zoom worship, offered concerts, and is our musician for The Table service 
and also collaborates with Bonnie on First Sundays. 
 
And we are fortunate to have talented instrumentalists play with us for special occasions:  Mark Oakland, 
Mark Beal, Linda Narcowich, Annette Shim,  Laurel Brumbelow, Grace Krinhop, Rachel Olvitt, Phyllis Murphy, 
Adam Mikeal, Jennifer Weaver, Marianne Henry, Prudence McDaniel, Travis Urban, Lisa Lin, and more. 
 
MUSIC as OUTREACH:  As part of our Outreach to our Community, St. Thomas typically sponsors and offers 
concerts and recitals throughout the year. Our beautiful space, excellent acoustics, fine keyboard instruments, 
and parking availability make us an inviting venue for Recitals and Concerts, and are ways for us to welcome 
others to St. Thomas.  This year we were unable to these.   
 
The St. Cecilia Consort is our local Early Music Ensemble, based here at St. Thomas and one of our out-
reach concerts of which I serve as Artistic Director and organist/harpsichordist.  We give 2 concerts every 
year, the Christmas Cantare and the Summer Solstice Concert: Music from the Middle Ages, Renaissance, 
and Baroque Periods.  This year we were unable to host these concerts. 
 
We started out with a full schedule for concerts and other musical events at St. Thomas  holding the following:  
 
• Thursday, February 6 at 7:00 p.m. - The Passion of St. Thomas More:  a new Musical Drama by Garrett 

Fisher and the Fisher Ensemble, sponsored by the TAMU Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts 
• Tuesday, February 25 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper with the Big Apple Trio 
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• Saturday, February 29 – Brazos Valley Chapter AGO met here for trip to Round Top       
              
           
We were preparing for Bach Around the Clock: Friday and Saturday, March 20 & 21: St. Thomas and AGO:   
Bach around the Clock:  Our third annual celebration of the music of  J.S. Bach, open to all performers, all 
ages and levels of performance, featuring a variety of music and performers 
 
when we all had to shut down due to the outbreak of COVID 19 -  No AGO Recitals, NO studio recitals, No 
St, Cecilia Consort Concerts, No Texas Early Music Project Concert. 
 
We did some pre-recording for Services for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter, and again for Pentecost. 
In addition, Larry and I began making recordings of Hymns and Organ Music during the second week of 
Easter, April 21. 
 
And we started having Choir by Zoom on April 29 -  at least we could see each other!!    We held a few recit-
als outside and virtually: 
• June 6 – Dianna Burke’s String Studio – 2 Recitals, held outside Canterbury House, 6:30 and 7:30 
• July 5 at 4:30 -  Kristopher Van Alstyne Organ Recital – via Facebook Live  
 
Then, in August, we were working on music for Rally Day, with Alix Neeley and Kelly Brumbelow, when I be-
came ill with COVID.  After the second negative test (Sept 18)  we were able to get back to live-streaming 
services and  to Zoom Choir on Wed nights.  We started Junior Choir in September, meeting outside Canter-
bury, and, in November, we began Handbells again,  getting ready for Advent and Christmas.   
 
We were able to sponsor some  live musical events, too: 
 
• October 23 – BVSO Wind Quintet Rehearsal 
• November 20 -  Bach for the Evening -  a short concert of the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, with 

strings, Alix Neeley singing, and organ and harpsichord – what a joy for all of us to make music again! 
• October 31 and December 18 -  jubilant Organ Recitals given by Kristopher Van Alstyne! 
 
Now we are in the New Year, with hopes for moving forward.  So far we have one new Choir Member:  Nata-
sha Chrisandina!  We’ll keep doing the best we can, and we’re all looking forward to the time we can all make 
music together,  in person!     
 
PS:  Grateful Thanks to David Fackler, Aneya, Kammy, and Angela for all the “Tech” assistance!! 
 
St. Thomas Outreach, Fellowship & Community: 
 
My very Southern belle best friend and my family all teasingly tell me that “Oh, y’all” is my all-purpose, go-to 
comment. I say it when it’s too hot, when I’m tired, when something is especially good.... 
Well you get the idea. Inflection makes all the difference in meaning.  
 
Well, today this is a huge, grateful, thankful, and loving, “Oh, y’all!” When I brought the idea of a reverse Ad-
vent calendar to Pastor Angela back in October, I figured we’d get some donations because I know how lov-
ing and generous and wonderful that our St Thomas family always is. But oh, y’all, your response blew me 
away! Those who know me well, know that my passion is making sure folks get fed.  
 
During Advent, we watched the bags and boxes arrive at the church. Kammy’s office began to look like Santa 
and FoodBank South. So, together we were able to bring 645 pounds of food to the Valley Food Bank. The 
Food Bank personnel were blown away by the huge donation - and that it was from one church all at one 
time. As wonderful as that is, in total, let me tell you what you’ve done. This can potentially provide: 35 family 
boxes or 32 senior boxes or 44 kids’ backpacks.   
 
We’ll be doing similar project during the coming year.  
 
So:  Dziękuję, Danke schoen, Gracias Merci, Gratias tibi, and OH, Y’ALL! You’re EXTRAORDINARY! 
 
St. Thomas continued to support Family Promise, the Brazos Food Bank, the Brazos Valley Church Pantry, 
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Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network (BIIN), St. Thomas Early Learning Center, Canterbury, Habitat for Hu-
manity, together with offering space (until mid-March) to Narcotics Anonymous Group, Boy Scouts, Parkin-
son’s Tai Chi class, Dine-in-Dude, Bible Uncorked, OPAS (Tamu Performing Arts), HoSTs (Hearts of St. 
Thomas), Daughters of the Republic (DAR), and Mom’s Tot Club and more. 
 
St. Thomas Early Learning Center collaboration including St. Nick Fun Run, Art of the Nights, International 
Dinner, Spring Fling and more. Many of ya’ll and STELC parents showed extraordinary support to the staff of 
the Early Learning Center by providing small tokens of love. 
 
Episcopal Student Center collaboration with assistance with clergy, Pet Blessing & Holy Eucharist, Canter-
bury Sundays, and more. 
 
In addition, parishioners volunteered time for the above organizations and for hundreds of hours here at St. 
Thomas by changing filters, hosting receptions, livestreaming/tech work, praying for others, folding bulletins, 
painting handrails, setting up the altar, fixing sprinklers, and so much more.  You are extraordinary! 
 
Stewardship, Randi-Mays Knapp, Chair 
 
Please see the next page for this extraordinary successful campaign information. 
 
 

Thank you! 

 
Welcoming and caring for all our guests, family, and friends and bringing them into our hearts is what the ex-
traordinary St. Thomas family embodies.  St. Thomas parishioners take the extraordinary step to  reach out 
and welcome others, share with others, learn with others, teach others, inspire others, love others; you are 
what makes this place extraordinary! 
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     Jan - Dec 20 Annual Budget Budget 2021 

  Income    

   Contributions    

    Plate Cash 1,652.77  8,175.00  3,000.00  

    Breakfast Offerings 221.00  1,590.00  500.00  

    Flower Offerings 904.00  1,200.00  500.00  

    Music Offerings 920.00  150.00  250.00  

    Anticpated Pledges 14,755.00  52,980.00  0.00  

    Non-Pledged Offerings 50,342.00  15,540.00  40,000.00  

    Pledged Offerings 442,526.53  319,340.00  425,000.00  

   Total Contributions 511,321.30  398,975.00  469,250.00  

   Total Other 68,011.73  122,552.42  42,960.00  

   Total Non Budgeted 44,910.88    

  Total Income 624,243.91  521,527.42  512,210.00  

 Gross Profit 624,243.91  521,527.42  512,210.00  

  Expense    

   Total Non-Budgeted 59,792.94    

   Total Early Learning Center 21,922.81  27,500.00  22,652.00  

   Total Community Engagement 14,724.89  16,000.00  10,500.00  

   Total Worship 21,172.66  31,320.00  23,965.00  

   Total Christian Formation 2,022.27  11,545.00  8,950.00  

   Total Youth 919.13  5,000.00  4,200.00  

   Total Community Life 2,062.07  8,705.00  6,600.00  

   Total Stewardship 802.95  400.00  750.00  

   Total Communications 23,822.97  2,900.00  7,800.00  

   Diocesan Assessment 45,189.96  45,190.00  45,190.00  

   Total Administration 2,712.03  5,975.00  4,530.00  

   Total Offices 11,789.90  8,388.00  12,515.00  

   Total Building & Grounds 14,421.03  22,740.00  20,990.00  

   Total Utilities 18,181.67  20,200.00  20,820.00  

   Total Insurance 29,184.00  33,052.00  27,500.00  

   Total Staff Development 0.00  1,350.00  2,500.00  

   Total Payroll 326,783.18  352,945.04  298,092.38  

   Total Pensions 36,657.29  45,961.80  33,365.00  

   Other Expenses 125.19  500.00  1,000.00  

  Total Expense 632,286.94  639,671.84  551,919.38  

Net Income Before Non-Operating Transactions (8,043.03) (118,144.42) (39,709.38) 

Less Non-Operting Income    

Miscellaneous Restricted Fund -2500   

Church Doors  -2600   

Parking Lot   -855   

Trust    -5900.39   

        

Plus Non-Operating Expenses    

Miscellaneeous Restricted Fund 10800   

Church Doors  12963.47   

Parking Lot  5150   

Net Operating Income 9,015.05  (118146.42) (39,709.38) 
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Account Balances 

 

Bank Accounts Dec. 31, 2020 Dec. 31, 2019  Dec. 31, 2018
     
 Operating Checking Acct. Total     
  Operating 86,182.04 73,255.83 20,240.84
  Compass MM Restricted  69,550.37 69,496.30 98,452.97
  Funds Restricted or to transfer out -19,407.19 - 46,278.58 0.00
  Total Bank Accounts 175,139.60 $96,473.55 $118,693.81
     
  
Liabilities BBVA-USA          $ 48, 735.00  
 
St. Thomas applied for and received a Payroll Protection Program loan in late May.  All of these funds were 
used for payroll.  The loan was issued through BBVA-USA.  BBVA has not yet opened the portal for for-
giveness.  Because these funds were used only for payroll, we are confident that this loan will be forgiven. 
 
Trust 
 
St. Thomas has two trust funds.  The Original Trust Fund was established February 1989 for the purpose of 

supporting the religious and outreach activities of St. Thomas.  The trust is intended to provide a way in which 

perpetual gifts may be given to the church. The balance as of December 31, 2020 was $292,177.20.  

 
The Huebner Trust Fund was established in 2013 in honor of George Huebner upon his passing, with the pur-

pose of supporting St. Thomas youth.  George is the father of Nancy Brown and began his journey with St. 

Thomas in 1938. The balance of these funds on December was $65,207.85. 

Both funds generate income which is then donated yearly at the annual meeting to the operations of St. 

Thomas. 
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Together we will create a brave space. 

Because there is no such thing as a “safe space” - 

We exist in the real world. 

We all carry scars and we have all caused wounds. 

In this space 

We seek to turn down the volume of the outside world,  

We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere, 

We call each other to more truth and love. 

We have the right to start somewhere and continue to grow. 

We have the responsibility to examine what we think we know. 

We will not be perfect. 

This space will not be perfect. 

It will not always be what we wish it to be. 

But 

It will be our brave space together, 

and 

We will work on it side by side. 

 ~From An Invitation to a Brave Space by Micky Scott Bey Jones 

I think about how we have worked together to create a brave space at STELC this past year in response to 
the very reality of Covid 19.  And, once again, I am filled with gratitude and humbleness for all of the efforts 
put forth by our staff, families and volunteer leadership. Like the rest of the nation, our staff pivoted to dis-
tance learning last spring delivering packets even two weeks to our students, holding once a week class 
zoom meetings and nightly bedtime zoom story nights.  Staff spent most of the summer developing protocols 
in a constantly changing environment. On August 18, we held our first day of school operating for the first 
time in recent history under a deficit budget. Since then, we have had students and staff test positive for 
Covid.  One entire class was quarantined. Yet, in between temperature checks and mask reminders, we suc-
cessfully celebrated retiring the mortgage left over from the school’s building campaign, honoring our very 
generous matching donors, Averyt and Randi Mays Knapp, at a reimagined Gala celebration held in our park-
ing lot (much like the Christmas Eve Service). At that event, we introduced a very special opportunity for 
someone to work with Larry Schueckler of Stone Voices to create a custom sculpture not to adorn our cam-
pus but instead to raise funds in support of the school.  (Please contact me if you want to know more!) The St. 
Nick Run went virtual and added a fun scavenger hunt component. Our three Kindergarten classes were able 
to hold in person Nativity performances for their families. Most importantly, our students feel loved and safe 
and are thriving. Enrollment for School Year 2021-2022 is ongoing.  Once again, we expect full enrollment 
hoping for a more traditional year but planning for a continuation of pandemic protocols.   

 

School Year 2020-2021 Board of Trustees  

121 Students Amy Banks, President 

33 Staff – including Music, Art, Outdoor & More Emily Cantrell, Vice President 

165 School Days Richard Johnson, Treasurer 

9.5 Hours of care each school day Jennifer Norris, Secretary 

 Brice Woolard 

 Cady Auckerman 

 Chris Harris 

 Elizabeth Mufich 

 Janet Morford, Vestry Representative 

 Leslie Seipp, Church Finance Representative 

 Angela Cortiñas, Rector 

Love>Fear 

Beth Lawrence, Head of School 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

906 George Bush Drive 

College Station, TX 77840 

979.696.11726 

www.stthomasbcs.org 


