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An Order of Worship for Evening for the Feast of 

Nicolaus Copernicus & Johannes Kepler, Astronomers 

 
This liturgy is designed for individual use during Summer 2020.  

(The Feast Day of Copernicus and Kepler is on May 23.) 
 

A note about this liturgy from Pastor Becky: 

You may follow this liturgy of prayers and Scripture readings as you take a walk around your own 

neighborhood or a local natural space or park where there is plenty of space to walk apart, with 

plenty of distance between yourself and others who may be outside using the space. Or you may 

choose to use this liturgy of prayers and Scripture readings while spending time outdoors in your 

own private backyard, garden, patio, or porch. Regardless of whether you choose to do this liturgy 

while walking or seated, the aim is to take some time connect with God in the context of creation. 

Evening Prayer is designed to be led by anyone; you need not be ordained to officiate Evening 

Prayer. If you are sharing this liturgy with others who are sheltering in place with you, one person 

could volunteer to be the officiant for the whole service, or you could also take turns with being 

officiant during the different parts of the service—whatever works best for your situation. The 

Scripture readings may be assigned to different people in your group to include everyone’s voices. If 

you are following the liturgy on your own, you can just read or pray all the parts yourself—or you 

might decide to invite a friend or family member who is in a different location to join with you via 

phone or video chat (feel free to share this PDF service bulletin with them). 
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Officiant  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not 
dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  

Psalm 139:10-11 
 
The Prayer for Light 
Officiant  
O Lord God Almighty, as you have taught us to call the evening, the morning, and the noonday one 
day; and have made the sun to know its going down: Dispel the darkness of our hearts, that by your  
brightness we may know you to be the true God and eternal light, living and reigning for ever and  
ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Festivals of Saints 
Officiant   
Lord Christ, your saints have been the lights of the world in every generation: Grant that we who  
follow in their footsteps may be made worthy to enter with them into that heavenly country where  
you live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
O Gracious Light Phos hilaron 
 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 
The Officiant and People will say the Psalm together responsively by whole verse. The People say verses in bold. 
 
Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 

1 O LORD our Governor,  
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children  
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,  
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him?  
the son of man that you should seek him out? 
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6 You have made him but little lower than the angels;  
you adorn him with glory and honor; 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands;  
you put all things under his feet: 

8 All sheep and oxen,  
even the wild beasts of the field, 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,  
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

10 O LORD our Governor,  
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 

Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Readings 

Reader  A reading from Genesis.         Genesis 1: 14-19 

God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Song of Mary     Magnificat    Luke 1:46-55 
The Officiant and People will say the Magnificat together in unison. 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him  
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 
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He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as It was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Reader   A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.   1 Corinthians 2: 6-12 

Among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers 
of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis      Luke 2:29-32 
The Officiant and People will say the Nunc dimittis together in unison. 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised. For these 
eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A Light 
to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Reader  A reading from Matthew.                Matthew 2: 1-11a 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
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‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Sermon 
In the Episcopal Church’s calendar of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, on May 23 we commemorate the 
lives and legacies of astronomers Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler. I encourage you to take 
a few minutes to learn and reflect on their work. You can read more about them here:  
 
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/05/23/may-23-nicolaus-copernicus-and-
johannes-kepler-astronomers-1543/ 
 
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/copernicus_kepler.htm 
 
Or you may watch brief biographical videos about them here: 
 
https://www.biography.com/video/nicolaus-copernicus-beyond-the-big-bang-18188867655 
 
http://www.ovovideo.com/en/johannes-kepler/ 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 
Officiant and People together. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/05/23/may-23-nicolaus-copernicus-and-johannes-kepler-astronomers-1543/
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/05/23/may-23-nicolaus-copernicus-and-johannes-kepler-astronomers-1543/
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/copernicus_kepler.htm
https://www.biography.com/video/nicolaus-copernicus-beyond-the-big-bang-18188867655
http://www.ovovideo.com/en/johannes-kepler/
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The Prayers 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Officiant and People will pray the Suffrages responsively; the People’s part is in bold. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment 
seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of John Muir, Hudson 
Stuck, and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
 
The Collects 
The Officiant will now pray the following Collects, or participants can take turns praying these Collects. 
 
Collect for the Feast Day of Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler. 
As the heavens declare your glory, O God, and the firmament shows your handiwork, we bless your 
Name for the gifts of knowledge and insight you bestowed upon Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes 
Kepler; and we pray that you would continue to advance our understanding of your cosmos, for our 
good and for your glory; through Jesus Christ, the firstborn of all creation, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Scientists and Environmentalists  
God of grace and glory, you create and sustain the universe in majesty and beauty: We thank you for 
Nicolaus Copernicus, Johannes Kepler, and all in whom you have planted the desire to know your 
creation and to explore your work and wisdom. Lead us, like them, to understand better the wonder 
and mystery of creation; through Christ your eternal Word, through whom all things were 
made. Amen. 
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Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 
Collect for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
 
 
Time of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
The Officiant may lead these prayers or individuals may volunteer to lead each of the following prayers. In addition to 
using these specific prayers, you may decide to pray add other intercessions and thanksgivings in your own words. 
 
Prayer for Knowledge of God’s Creation 
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, 
and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of 
your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal 
purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Future of the Human Race 
O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all the earth: Increase 
our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes for the human 
race, and new wisdom and determination in making provision for its future in accordance with your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
A General Thanksgiving                 BCP 836 
Officiant and People will pray responsively. The People will say those parts marked in bold. 
 
Officiant  Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. 
 
People  We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this 

world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 
Officiant   We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. 
 
People  We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 

leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 
Officiant  We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 

acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
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People  Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word 
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame 
temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his 
rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

 
Officiant  Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and 

through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Officiant  
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and night, giving rest 
to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us occasions of song in 
the evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming night; keep  
us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength of 
our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen. 
 
Officiant and People 
The Lord bless us and keep us. Amen. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us. Amen. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. Amen. 
 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia alleluia. 
 
Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 


