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The Word 
 
GATHERING SONG                    Led by Joey McGee  
 

The Solid Rock 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly lean on Jesus' name 
 

Chorus 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 

 
When darkness veils His lovely face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 
 

His oath His covenant His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood 
When all around my soul gives way 

He then is all my hope and stay 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 
O may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless to stand before the throne 

CCLI Song # 25417 

                
 
The voice of John the Baptist is heard in the wilderness “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make the paths straight for him.” 
 
Comfort, comfort all my people, speak tenderly to Jerusalem and say her 
slavery is ended and her sins are all pardoned. 
 
WE WELCOME EACH OTHER 
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OPENING SONG        Led by Joey McGee  
 
 
 
 

Come Thou Font of Every Blessing 
 

Come Thou fount of ev'ry blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy never ceasing 
Call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet 
Sung by flaming tongues above 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
Mount of Thy redeeming love 

 
Here I raise mine Ebenezer 

Hither by Thy help I'm come 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure 

Safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 

Wand'ring from the fold of God 
He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood 

 
O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be 
Let Thy grace Lord like a fetter 

Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee 
Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 

Here's my heart Lord take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 

CCLI Song # 108389 

 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
  

Most loving God, you sent your man John the Baptist to get things ready for 
The Christ. Help us, the stewards of the precious Mystery, to get ready for the 
appearance of Christ Jesus. When he comes among us, may we be found 
waiting, eager to stand with him and for him without fear or dismay. Through 
this same Christ who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
the world that never ends. Amen! 
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A reading from Isaiah                            Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows 

upon it; surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for 

ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL SONG               Led by Joey McGee  

Sanctuary 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy, tried and true 

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living 
Sanctuary for You 
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark                Mark 1:1-8 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                   The Rev. Angela M. Cortiñas 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Let us lift up our voices to God in strength, saying, Be patient with us and prepare 
us, Lord. 
 
Together as your Church, we long to see your face.  Speak to us, Lord, as we walk 
through the wilderness listening for the sound of your voice.   
 
Give our leaders patience, wisdom and a heart for your will: for Michael, our 
presiding bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai and Hector our bishops, Angela our priest, Rich our 
Canterbury Missioner and priest and Charlotte our deacon. 
In your mercy, 
 
Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
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We pray for all who govern, especially Donald, our president and for the Congress 
and courts of this land.  Guide the leaders of the nations as they work for the 
welfare of their people and the good of all. 
In your mercy, 
 
Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
Awaken us to the suffering of people near us and those far from us.  Call forth in us 
a spirit of generosity and kindness.  Equip us to respond to their needs. Arouse in us 
a sense of urgency to demonstrate your Good News in our lives and voice in it, that 
all may hear.  Make us messengers of your love. 
In your mercy, 
 
Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
We ask you to comfort those who have lost hope, who struggle with anxiety about 
the future, who live in fear.  Bring healing to those for who we now pray. (prayer list)  
We pray for those who have died, remembering especially (insert names), that their 
memories be blessings in our lives. 
 
Be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
Hear the prayers of your people. Grant that what we have asked in faith we may 
by your grace receive; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION 
 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your 
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and 
in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil 
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen 
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve 
only your will.  Amen. 
 
Hear is the good news: The living Word of God does not come to condemn, but to 
rescue and recreate us. By the unique authority of Christ Jesus, I proclaim to you: 
Your sins are forgiven and your hope restored! 
Thanks be to God! 
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The peace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATION 
 
Let us walk in love as Christ loves us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
The Table 

 
GATHERING & PREPARING TABLE SONG        Led by: Joey McGee 

 
Only A God Like You 

 
For the praises of man 
I will never ever stand 

For the kingdoms of this world 
I'll never give my heart away 

Oh shout my praise 
My allegiance and devotion 

My heart's desire and all emotion 
Go to serve the Man 

Who died upon that tree 
 

[Chorus] 
Only a God like You 

Could be worthy of my praise 
And all my hope and faith 
To only a King of all kings 

Do I bow my knee and sing 
Give my everything (x2) 

To only my Maker my Father my Savior 
Redeemer Restorer Rebuilder Rewarder 

To only a God like You 
Do I give my praise 

 
Let us lift up our hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for in you, salvation is 
drawing near, the day when love and fidelity will embrace, and peace and justice 
kiss. 
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The heavens, the earth and all that is in them came into being, and will pass away, 
at your say so. You spoke to your people through the prophets, calling them to 
prepare the way for your justice, and promising to hold them tenderly like lambs to 
your breast. 
 
Through the preaching of John the Baptiser, you prepared the way for your coming 
Messiah, — your child, Jesus — who was baptised into death but who you raised to 
new life. 
 
Through him you baptise your people with your Holy Spirit, and so now, in hope 
and gratitude, we wait for the day when you will establish new heavens and a new 
earth 
where righteousness will be at home. 
 
Therefore we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power 
of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon 
Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 
child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, 
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you. 

 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at the table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread 
and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
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Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body 
of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Thomas and all your saints, from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
As Christ teaches us, we pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 
 

+++  All are invited to share in the banquet of Christ’s Table. +++ 
 
COMMUNION SONG                Led By: Joey McGee 

Prepare the Way 
 

Chorus 
Prepare the way, prepare the way, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way, prepare the way, prepare the way of the Lord. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 

 
Verse 1 

You are the Light of the world, You are the Light of the world, 
You are the Light of the world, Jesus. 

You are the Light of the world, You are the Light of the world, 
You are the Light of the world, Jesus. 

 
Verse 2 

You are the King of the earth, You are the King of the earth, 
You are the King of the earth, Jesus. 

You are the King of the earth, You are the King of the earth, 
You are the King of the earth, Jesus. 

 
Bridge 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray, 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send 
us forth a people forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
SENDING OUT/BLESSING 
 
Get ready. Turn, turn, turn! Turn your faces to the Coming One.  
Today is the day, this is the day of grace Now is the time; this is the hour of 
opportunity. 
  
Level the high ridges, fill up the canyons, make a smooth path for the One who is 
coming,  prepare a level highway for the Lord. 
Mercy and faithfulness will embrace, righteousness and peace shall kiss. 
  
By grace, through faith, I dare to bless you: 
            With the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
            with the love of God, 
            and with the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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CLOSING SONG                        Led by: Joey McGee             
Did You Feel The Mountains Tremble 

 
Verse 1 

Did you feel the mountains tremble? 
Did you hear the oceans roar? 

When the people rose to sing of 
Jesus Christ, the risen One 

 
Verse 2 

Did you feel the people tremble? 
Did you hear the singers roar? 
When the lost began to sing of 

Jesus Christ, the Saving One 
 

Pre-Chorus 1 
And we can see that, God, You're moving 

A mighty river through the nations 
And young and old will turn to Jesus 

Fling wide, you heavenly gates 
Prepare the way of the risen Lord 

 
Bridge 

Open up the doors and 
Let the music play 

Let the streets resound with singing 
Songs that bring Your hope 

Songs that bring Your joy 
Dancers who dance upon injustice 

 
Verse 2 

Do you feel the darkness tremble 
When all the saints join in one song 
And all the streams flow as one river 

To wash away our brokenness 
 

Pre-Chorus 2 
And here we see that, God, You're moving 

A time of jubilee is coming 
When young and old return to Jesus 

Fling wide, you heavenly gates 
Prepare the way of the risen Lord
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St. Thomas Prayer List 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and the 

life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   (“Prayer for Those we Love” Book of Common Prayer 63). 

 

For Healing & Support 

Audrea (Hill) 

Emily & Liv 

Patsy Brending (Elbert) 

Cindy Howell 

Sharon Spann (Brown) 

Carl & Nancy Render  

Tara & Kevin Bove (Render) 

Martha Botts 

Boe Martin 

Emily Clements 

Tal Harris (BHR) 

Helen Phillips & Family 

The Bond Family 

Shelby Lee (Niles) 

Douglas Jensen (STELC) 

Noelle Harris 

Nancy Mason 

Michael Kelley (Hill) 

Quinn Kennedy Weigand (Glover) 

Sue Muckleroy (Martha) 

Linda Duncan (Martha) 

Qwinley 

Emma Dahmann and family (STELC) 

Shirley Rawlinson (Krinhop) 

Woody Isenhart  

Charlie Van Eman (STELC) 

Kay & Steve Parker 

Mackie Bobo-White 

Mark Oakland 

David (Kerr) 

Steve & Virginia Bate (Elbert) 

Phillip Y. (STELC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joey Pomykal 

Jerry Cornforth (Allen) 

Bryan Ford 

Judi Stewart (Love) 

Joyce Gorzycki 

Tate Doyle (Montgomery) 

Johnnie Gulig (Carter) 

Charlotte McKenzie 

Bonnie Harris-Reynolds 

Corinna 

Mary Oxley 

 

Deceased 

Jac de Jong 

Garland Cannon 

Nolan Anderson 

 

Military Service & Traveling 

Christian Walker (Niles) 

Brent Owen 

Andrew & Allyson Brink & family (Hill) 

Shane Flores (McKenzie) 

Blane Theeck 

Nathan Tyron (Rueschhoff) 

Tanner Johnson (Krinhop) 

Rob & Andrea Holt (Holt) 

John Harrison 

Shane Baker (Parker) 

 

Community 

For  our Food Bank  and those they serve  

and those that serve. 

 

Serving in today’s liturgy: 

Celebrant and Preacher: The 

Rev. Angela Cortiñas, Rector 

Musician:  Joey McGee 

AV:  Roger Smith, Lance & Joe Cotton  


