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Evening Prayer for Earth Week, April 2020 

This liturgy is designed for individual use  
during the last week of April 2020.  

 

 

A note about this liturgy from Pastor Becky: 

You may follow this liturgy of prayers and Scripture readings as you take a walk around your own 

neighborhood or a local natural space or park where there is plenty of space to walk apart, with 

plenty of distance between yourself and others who may be outside using the space. Or you may 

choose to use this liturgy of prayers and Scripture readings while spending time outdoors in your 

own private backyard, garden, patio, or porch. Regardless of whether you choose to do this liturgy 

while walking or seated, the aim is to take some time connect with God in the context of creation. 

Evening Prayer is designed to be led by anyone; you need not be ordained to officiate Evening 

Prayer. If you are sharing this liturgy with others who are sheltering in place with you, one person 

could volunteer to be the officiant for the whole service, or you could also take turns with being 

officiant during the different parts of the service—whatever works best for your situation. The 

Scripture readings may be assigned to different people in your group to include everyone’s voices. If 

you are following the liturgy on your own, you can just read or pray all the parts yourself—or you 

might decide to invite a friend or family member who is in a different location to join with you via 

phone or video chat (feel free to share this PDF service bulletin with them). 
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Officiant Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the 
morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and 
pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. Amos 5:8 

 
 

 
The Confession 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us. 
People   O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
O Gracious Light Phos hilaron 
 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Officiant and People will say the Psalm together responsively by whole verse. The People will say the verses 
marked in bold. 

Psalm 104: 17–25 

17 The trees of the LORD are full of sap,  
the cedars of Lebanon which he planted, 

18 In which the birds build their nests,  
and in whose tops the stork makes his dwelling. 

19 The high hills are a refuge for the mountain goats,  
and the stony cliffs for the rock badgers. 

20 You appointed the moon to mark the seasons,  
and the sun knows the time of its setting. 

21 You make darkness that it may be night,  
in which all the beasts of the forest prowl. 

22 The lions roar after their prey  
and seek their food from God. 

23 The sun rises, and they slip away  
and lay themselves down in their dens. 

24 Man goes forth to his work  
and to his labor until the evening. 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works!  
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

 

Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Readings 

The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Holy Children (Coptic: ⲡⲓϣⲟⲙⲧ ⲛ̀ⲁ̀ⲗⲟⲩ ⲛ̀ⲁ ̀ⲅⲓⲟⲥ) is a 

lengthy passage that appears after Daniel 3:23 in some translations of the Bible, including the ancient 

Greek Septuagint translation. Article VI of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England has it listed as 

non-canonical (but still, with the other Apocryphal texts, “the Church doth read for example of life and 

instruction of manners,” and the Anglican Church uses it liturgically). 

Reader  A reading from the Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Holy Children. 

“Let the earth bless the Lord; 
let it sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, mountains and hills; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, all that grows in the ground; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Daniel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Septuagint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty-Nine_Articles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
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Bless the Lord, seas and rivers; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, you springs; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, you whales and all that swim in the waters; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, all birds of the air; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Bless the Lord, all wild animals and cattle; 
sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.” 

 

Reader  Here ends the reading. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
The Song of Mary     Magnificat    Luke 1:46-55 
The Officiant and People will say the Magnificat together in unison. 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him  
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as It was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Reader   A reading from Revelation.     Revelation 22:1–5 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the 

tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree 
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are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of 

God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his 

name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, 

for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis      Luke 2:29-32 
The Officiant and People will say the Nunc dimittis together in unison. 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free  
to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations,  
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
Reader  A reading from Luke.      Luke 8: 22-25 

One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the 
other side of the lake.” So they put out, and while they were sailing he fell asleep. A windstorm 
swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they were in danger. They 
went to him and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up 
and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they ceased, and there was a calm. He said to 
them, “Where is your faith?” They were afraid and amazed, and said to one another, “Who 
then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Sermon 
 
In the Episcopal Church’s calendar of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, we commemorate the lives and 
legacies of naturalist and writer John Muir (d. 1914) and priest and environmentalist Hudson Stuck 
(d. 1920) in conjunction with our observance of Earth Day. I encourage you to take a few minutes 
to learn and reflect on their work. You can read more about them here:  
 
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/04/22/april-22-john-muir-hudson-stuck-
naturalist-writer-1914-priest-environmentalist-1920/ 
 
Or here: 
http://satucket.com/lectionary/muir&stuck.htm 
 

https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/04/22/april-22-john-muir-hudson-stuck-naturalist-writer-1914-priest-environmentalist-1920/
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/2011/04/22/april-22-john-muir-hudson-stuck-naturalist-writer-1914-priest-environmentalist-1920/
http://satucket.com/lectionary/muir&stuck.htm
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Officiant and People together. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Officiant and People will pray the Suffrages responsively; the People’s part is in bold. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment 
seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of John Muir, Hudson 
Stuck, and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
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The Collects 
The Officiant will now pray the following Collects, or participants can take turns praying these Collects. 
 
Collect of the Feast Day of John Muir and Hudson Stuck 
Blessed Creator of the earth and all that inhabits it: We thank you for your prophets John Muir and 
Hudson Stuck, who rejoiced in your beauty made known in the natural world; and we pray that, 
inspired by their love of your creation, we may be wise and faithful stewards of the world you have 
created, that generations to come may also lie down to rest among the pines and rise refreshed for 
their work; in the Name of the one through whom you make all things new, Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Saturdays 
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works and sanctified a day 
of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared 
for the service of your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the 
eternal rest promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 
Collect for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
 
 
Time of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
The Officiant may lead these prayers or individuals may volunteer to lead each of the following prayers. Or instead of 
using these specific prayers, you may decide to pray your own intercessions and thanksgivings. 
 
Prayer for Knowledge of God’s Creation 
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, 
and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of 
your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal 
purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Conservation of Natural Resources 
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your 
creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer 
from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your 
bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer for the Future of the Human Race 
O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all the earth: Increase 
our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes for the human 
race, and new wisdom and determination in making provision for its future in accordance with your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Beauty of the Earth 
We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for the richness of 
mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. We praise you for 
these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for our posterity. Grant that we may continue 
to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and glory of your Name, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia alleluia. 
 
Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 


