
Get Ready for A Journey * stewardship 2021
Smile. God Loves You.
Simple, powerful, encouraging. God 
loves me.
His love is evident in the world 
around us. His love is also evident 
in the trust God has in us to be good 
stewards of all He gives us. 
In the Episcopal church, parish 
members are asked to participate 
financially in the mission and 
ministry of their church home. The 
place where members go to be 
spiritually fed, to be in fellowship 
with other members, and where 
members can come together to help 
the less fortunate of God’s children. 

This year St. Thomas needs you 
to get involved both financially and 
through your gift of time and talents 
so we can continue to impact our 
community, offering meaningful 
programs for anyone involved on 
our campus, whether virtually or 
in person. Our mission remains 
the same and in order to fund our 
mission we need your support so 
we can support both you and those 
in need across the Brazos Valley.
Please review this travel guide as 
you prepare for your own journey to 
generosity. 

destination details & Planning
explanation of campaign goal

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
906 George Bush Drive
College Station, TX  77840
StThomasbcs.org  | 979-696-1726
www.stthomasbcs.org 
To know Christ’s love and to make it known.

stewardship prayer
Gracious God, our loving Creator and Giver of all 
good gifts, bless our parish, strengthen our faith and 
grant us the spirit of Christian stewardship so that we 
may give generously of our time, talent and treasure 
to spread Your kingdom here in our church and 
throughout the world. For this, we pray to the Lord.     
Amen.

What a journey 2020 has provided. From a 
financial perspective, the pandemic has forced 

St. Thomas to rethink worship, prevented us from 
meeting in person on days that typically bring large 
crowds and thus above-average donations in the 
collection plate, and eliminated in-person fundraisers.
Although you were steadfast and fulfilled your pledge 
amount with weekly or monthly donations, the parish 
is still counting on additional revenue to make up a 
budget deficit. 
As the pandemic has continued and plans for 2021 
fundraising and plate donations have become less 
certain, the lay-led Stewardship Committee made a 
bold decision.
The culture of St. Thomas appears to be to pledge 
a little and then give a lot. We ask fellow members 
to consider the following fact: We cannot sustain the 
current operations of St. Thomas with the pledged 
amounts we have historically brought in. At best, 
ministries would have to be eliminated; at worst, staff 
would have to be cut.
As the saying goes: Ask and you shall receive. Thus, 
we are setting a goal of $425,000 in 2021 pledges to 
support St. Thomas, knowing this is a big increase 
from what has been pledged historically.   

If we want our parish to thrive, we must have 
programs, formation, ministries, staff, and a building. 
Instead of relying on fundraisers and special day 
donations to fund St. Thomas, let us demonstrate our 
commitment to the parish by pledging what is needed 
to cover the budget. In 2021 we cannot be assured 
of any additional funding coming into the parish. This 
is the perfect time to set a goal for what is needed 
and to ask for help from our St. Thomas community. 
Our goal is a financial commitment that will ensure St. 
Thomas can fulfill its mission and ministry, to not only 
survive but also thrive.
If you have not started on your journey to generosity 
with a pledge to St. Thomas, thank you for 
considering a pledge in 2021. 
If you are on the journey – thank you. Please 
consider increasing the percentage of your income 
you are pledging.  Even in the uncertainty of this world 
we have confidence in God’s love for us and know 
that with God all things (in His will) are possible. 

•	 $425,000 committed in pledges to fund 
the 2021 St. Thomas budget

campaign goal

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received. 1 Peter 4:10



anticipated travel expenses

Unclear as to how much you should consider 
pledging?  What will your response be to 
God’s generosity to you? 

This decision is unique for 
each individual and should 
be made with thoughtful and 
prayerful consideration. This 
year, would you consider 
focusing your giving on a 
percentage of your income versus a dollar amount? 
Please take a moment to review the above chart. 
Find the income that is closest to your personal 
income, and then follow the amounts horizontally 
to determine your level of giving to St. Thomas. 

consider focusing your 
giving on a percentage of 

income versus 
a dollar amount

Would you consider stepping up your giving by 
moving one or more columns to the right for your 
2021 pledge? 

Giving at an additional percentage level might 
be a stretch for you but consider making a leap 
of faith to see what the Lord has in store for you 
should you step out. The most important thing is to 
prayerfully consider a pledge of some amount as 
your investment in the work of St. Thomas. Your 

pledged amount allows us to understand the financial 
resources available to us over the course of a year. 
No matter what you choose to give, thank you. We 
are grateful for your generosity.

JOURnEY TOWARD THE TITHE

This graph of 2021 projected expenses allows St. 
Thomas to provide mission and ministry at the level 
our leadership team feels is appropriate, needed, and 
expected for St. Thomas. Providing this snapshot of 
journey expenses will hopefully create a desire in your 
heart to do more so St. Thomas can do more.  

Our goal is to have every member of St. Thomas 
invest in in the mission and ministry of St. Thomas 
with some amount of financial support. Thank you for 
your consideration of making this investment in 2021 
as you decide what percentage of your income you 
will return to the Lord’s work.



travel with us

St. Thomas is the place where our 
family feels welcomed, continues 
to learn of God’s gracious gifts, 
and serves others by sharing His 
abundant love within our church 
community. St. Thomas is where we 
started our life as a married couple, 
baptized our beautiful son, and 
look ahead to making many more 

memories with those who worship here. Scripture tells us that 
“every good and perfect gift is from above...” and it is with purpose 
and privilege that we participate in the stewardship of St. Thomas 
giving our financial support to aid in nurturing and developing the 
knowledge and love of God in our daily life and the lives of others.     
Stephanie Snider

St. Thomas has been my sacramental home 
all my life. It is my family’s home base. It’s 
where I feel known, accepted, and a part of 
the church family. I have received much more 
than I can ever give back. I find supporting 
St. Thomas, whether with time, talent, or 
financially, is always a win/win experience. 
The effort certainly plays a part in keeping the 

church functioning, growing, and serving, but it also drives home 
the fact that we each have a purpose as an essential member of 
the body of Christ.    Nancy Huebner Brown

Almost five and half years ago 
we moved to College Station 
not knowing a soul, and the 
first place that opened its 
arms to us was St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church. Some of 
the best people we know, we 

have met at St. Thomas. We love worshiping here and are so 
thankful for the community that resides here.     
Elizabeth & Martin Mufich

St. Thomas is welcoming to everyone.  It 
is a safe place to worship and to love.
Rachel Crowder

St. Thomas is a wonderful church, 
welcoming all regardless of where they are 
in their journey of faith. Worship services 
honor the rich traditions of Episcopal 
liturgy, and I am inspired when I hear the 
organ, sing hymns, and listen to sermons 
from Pastor Angela. Contributing faithfully 
to St. Thomas, both financially and 

through active participation in the many aspects of the church 
ministry is my way of giving thanks for all the blessings I have 
received from this amazing place.      Jim Heilman 

We live 45 minutes away from St Thomas 
and on our drive in, we probably pass 15 
other churches, but St Thomas has always 
felt like home. The congregation is so 
welcoming and relatively diverse. There 
is always something going on for mind, 
body, and/or spirit and the quality of these 
events are unlike anything else. There is so 
much love put into everything related to St. 
Thomas.    Amanda Woolard

From foot washing on Maundy 
Thursday and flowering the cross 
on Easter to Vacation Bible 
School, the annual pet blessing, 
and the children’s service on St. 
Nicholas’ Day, we count on St. 
Thomas to lift us up and give us 
strength to do God’s work in all 
aspects of our lives. It is a joy to support Pastor Angela, her team, 
and so many wonderful parishioners in helping St. Thomas thrive!  
Janet & Franco Marcantonio

I love the people, the fellowship, and the 
friendships at St. Thomas. I love the level 
of participation among the members who 
welcome the parishioners, whether it is your 
first visit or long-time member. St. Thomas 
has been an anchor for me and my family.   
I support St. Thomas in a variety of ways 
but could never give as much as I have received from the church 
and its body. I am happy to be a part of a loving community.      
Lisa Cantrell

Bonnie Harris-Reynolds with the Jr 
Choir. Helen Virginia is second from 

the right. 

I grew up at St. Thomas. I left to 
go to college at UT in 1989 & was 
there for 20 years after. My husband 
and I came back home 11 years 
ago to raise our daughter with 
family closeby, and St. Thomas has 
been a safe & encouraging place 
for her since the age of 3. (She is 
now 13 as we speak!). The smaller 
church environment has proved to 
be beneficial for her, as the youth 
mentors and youth fellowship have become a solid foundation of 
friendship, support & security. My monetary donations and my 
personal time spent volunteering with the Communion Class or 
Gathering Tree have always had the best interest of our younger 
parishoners in mind. I love St. Thomas for the support & growth in 
Faith it has provided me, and I only hope the same will be said for 
our daughter.      Lisa Hunziker

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.   
1 Corinthians 4:2



Rev. Angela M. Cortiñas
Rector

Aneya Elbert
Ministries Coordinator
Kammy Jaques
Parish Administrator 

Bonnie Harris-Reynolds
Director of Music

Jimmy Fackler
Youth Minister

Joey McGee
Worship Music Leader, The Table 

church travel guides

Have You Considered?    Other Ways to invest
Estate Planning
Charitable Remainder Trust
• Created as an irrevocable trust
• Setup is simple and can be facilitated by most finance/

investment companies
• All monies deposited in this account must be distributed 

to non-profit entities
• Allows one to realize tax deduction in the current tax 

year but gift to the non-profit(s) can be decided in the 
future 

• Similar to giving money to the church, but restricting the 
funds until you determine where to apply it

• Allows the donor more control over the charitable gift 
• Funds deposited can be securities or cash
• Can offset tax burden in a high earning year
• Limits to the amount of securities or cash deposited per 

year exist in relation to adjusted gross income
Bequest via will or trust
• Consider adding the church as a beneficiary in one’s 

will or trust
• Can be structured to direct donation to a non-profit first 

if estate tax is an issue

Gifts of Securities (Stocks, Bonds & Mutual Funds)
• Avoids capital gains tax and Medicare surtax
• Maximizes one’s charitable donation
• Limits to amount donated exist in relation to adjusted 

gross income
Mandatory Distributions from an IRA/401k given 
directly to the church
• Avoids a taxable event
• Maximizes one’s charitable donation
• Lowers one’s adjusted gross income, further reducing 

the tax burden
Life Insurance
• Add the church as a beneficiary
• Donate a fully paid policy

How to Give
Mobile App
Tap the center heart icon 
that reads GIVE. The app 
will open the web browser 
on your mobile device to a 
website for Push Pay.  
Text to Give
Text 77977.  You will 
receive a text back with a 
link. Tap the link. The link 
will open the web browser 
on your mobile device to a 
website for Push Pay.     
Website
Go to www.stthomasbcs.
org and click on the WAYS 

TO GIVE tab from the home 
page. When you click GIVE 
ONLINE, you are redirected 
to the web page for Push 
Pay.  
Mail
The postal service is still 
delivering mail to us.  
A reminder that setting 
up donations from your 
bank account versus a 
credit card saves the 
church nearly 3% in fees. 
Thank you for considering 
donating from your bank 
account.

We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 

Vestry
Tara Wilson - Senior Warden

Erik Scott - Junior Warden
Carmel Hill

Nancy Mason
Janet Morford

Rob Montgomery
Mike Pilant

Alison Pittman
John Schuessler 

Stewardship CommitTeE
Randi Mays-Knapp | Chair

Phil Callahan
Pam Clements
Kelli Hollinger
Leslie Seipp

John Schuessler

volunteEr leadership

• Confirmation of your pledged amount via email
• Mid-year update of your donations against 

your pledge
• Appreciation for traveling on the journey to 

generosity
• End of year tax statement with total amount 

contributed to the church sent via email by 
March 1, 2022

what you can expect

The leadership of St. Thomas has created a draft 
budget for 2021 that documents what our ministry and 
mission will cost. We invite you to prayerfully consider 
the financial contribution you will make by pledging a 
specific amount for the year. Knowing how much you 
will invest in the mission and ministry of St. Thomas 
in 2021 will assist church leadership in finalizing our 
budget before December 31, 2020. 
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you will 
steward the financial treasures God has blessed you 
with. Peace and grace in your stewardship journey.

In ClOSInG


